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Pro’s of an EFB

• Can be updated
• Take up less space (ie. yolk mount, knee board)
• Easier/faster to navigate



Con’s of an EFB

• Limited by the battery/functionality of the device  
• Cause pilots to look down/inside the cockpit too much
• Can be difficult to use if unfamiliar



If You Choose to Use an EFB…

• Create personal minimums - Consider that Part 135 operations have 
rules that can be used as guidelines for Part 91 pilots (For example, 
Tampa Bay Aviation students could use Skyway Aviation Charter’s 
General Operation Manual to create realistic and safe personal 
minimums for using an EFB).

• For example- only using a device with 90% or more charge, or the duration of 
the flight plus an hour

• Know what the FAA says about EFB’s – Part 91.21 in the FARs
• Read additional safety material- AD 120-76D



Three Components of ForeFlight

• Weather
• Flight Planning
• Performance

Private level pilots should be able to do the following in each of these 
components…



Weather

• Reading the Metar (non-abbreviated)
• Reading the TAF (non-abbreviated)
• Zulu time- switching in and out and understanding the purpose of 

UTC
• Using Zulu time to determine weather AT TIME OF ARRIVAL
• Finding lapse rate and winds aloft for the route and stops in flight 

plan 
• Make sure students know other acceptable sources for weather 

(WXBRIEF, National Weather Service, etc.), they shouldn’t just rely on 
ForeFlight



The lapse rate formula (2 
degree Celsius drop for 
every 1000 feet) is hardly 
ever the case in real life.

Know how to calculate but 
also how to find the real 
atmospheric conditions at 
your altitude (Winds Aloft)

*Notice the difference in 
color (below 0, -30)



Note: ForeFlight’s
Winds/Temps Aloft has a lot of 
additional measurements/data

To minimize data when 
creating a Navlog, Aviation 
Weather Center’s Winds Aloft 
page provides limited, 
accurate data: 



Know how to switch in 
between the different layers 
of weather reporting on the 
“Maps” page

• Airmets
• Sigmets
• Conv Sigmets
• TFR’s

And how to read the 
information these 



Tap on the Airmet/Sigmet on the map to see the information:



Additionally, it’s helpful to turn on “Flight Category” in the Sectional 
settings to get a quick view of airport reporting weather, shown in 
colored dots:



Pay attention to the time 
stamp in the top corner-
know how current your 
weather is.

Know how to find the legend 
of the sectional (most DPE’s 
will find symbols that are very 
difficult to force the student 
to use the legend)



What the legend on 
ForeFlight looks like zoomed 
out:



Pay attention the little things 
on the map, know how to 
interpret:

For example, the black dots 
connected by lines inside 
storm cells represent where 
the cells will be at 20-minute 
increments:



Flight Planning

• Pick good VISUAL points- something that could be easily spotted from 
the planned altitude

• Points should be no more than 20 nm apart- pay attention to the 
day’s visibility (Example: If it’s 10 sm viz, pick points that are 5-7 nm 
apart)

• First point of the checkride should be no more than 5-7 nm from the 
starting point

• Know how to add points in between waypoints by “rubber banding” 
the route:





• Weather along the route (recap)- students should not be using Metars
for enroute weather, it should be Winds/Temps Aloft

• Winds Aloft affects ground speed along route- understand how and 
why this is the case (see Performance)

• Where to find NOTAMS for arrival/departure airports

• Where to find Chart Supplements for airports



This is the Airport Diagram 
and Notams that ForeFlight
provides, HOWEVER…

Make sure students know 
how to find Notams
(ftcnotams.com) and the 
Airport Diagram (Chart 
Supplement) outside of 
ForeFlight!!



Airport Diagram with Hot Spots 
on ForeFlight :Chart Supplement on ForeFlight:



Paper Chart Supplement:

Students can find Hot Spots easily in 
ForeFlight (Airport Diagram), but 
make sure they can find them in the 
paper chart

Hot Spots have their own section in 
the back of the Chart Supp with 
their description



Paper Chart Supplement:                                  



Hot Spots and their descriptions are in their own separate section of 
the paper Chart Supplement near the back.  These say where the Hot 
Spot is located and what kind of hazard it presents



The same information can be found on ForeFlight under “Procedures”> 
“Airport” > “Hot Spot”



For alternate airport or 
divert planning, FBO and 
fuel price choices can be 
good considerations.

This can be turned on in 
the sectional information 
pull-down page as well.



Furthermore, on the “Airports” page, you can click on “FBO’s” on the 
top left corner and get additional information:



Performance

• When creating Weight and Balance profiles, make sure student uses 
the exact numbers from the POH of the plane taken to the checkride
(and be able to show where they found them)

• Make sure students know how to properly change the load-
add/subtract weight to certain stations, adjust fuel load, etc.

• Know the different types of Empty Weight and what is calculated in 
each and what is used in W+B





• Know what ISA (International Standard Atmosphere) is and how to 
calculate, explain to the student that ISA is almost never the case

• For Performance, students with BASIC FOREFLIGHT have to make their 
own performance profiles for their plane for their flight plan/nav log (if 
they have the upgraded ForeFlight, it will do this for them)

• The performance profile they make for their nav log has to consider 
percent of power usage and altitude because TAS changes drastically 
with these two factors



If you change the cruise altitude or the power usage in cruise, a new 
performance profile has to be created/used



Use POH to determine exact performance profiles for the student’s 
flight plan- planned altitude and percent power usage



Once the Weather, Flight 
Plan, and Performance are 
completed in ForeFlight, 
you can “pack” the flight.

This allows the app to 
gather and sum up all the 
important preflight 
information for the flight 
(NWKRAFT)

Then you can send this 
summary to the “Flights” 
page



Send to “Flights” 
page:

Highlight the flight on 
the “Flights” page, 
brings up summary 
options

Click on the “Navlog” 
option to see the 
Foreflight generated 
Navlog based on the 
performance profile



Open the “Briefing” 
option the get 
Weather information:

This option gives all 
preflight information as 
well, adjusted for 
Departure and Arrival 
time:

After reading the 
“Briefing”, you can hit 
“Proceed To File” if you 
wanted to file your flight 
plan:



For Additional Information
• ForeFlight’s website has training videos for each of the app’s functions

• Show students this resource, but make sure that they understand the 
concepts fully before sending them to a DPE (how and why).

• Students with an EFB need to have either two iPads or an acceptable Plan B 
(ie. iPhone, back-up battery, paper charts). 

• Paper back-ups are always a good option. Arm students with a current 
Chart Supplement and current sectionals. A paper navlog and weight and 
balance should also be completed. 
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